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From the Pastor
I had probably been leading worship at Plainville UMC for
close to a year when something finally dawned on me. It
had to do with Peter Williams’ preludes and postludes. I
never recognized any of the music. So I asked, “Did you
compose this yourself?” “Yes, I just play whatever comes
to me.” I was stunned. Peter was a musical genius. And
the very fact it took me so long to notice is a sign of how
good a composer he was. Sacred music is not supposed
to call attention to itself. It is supposed to do with sound
what a gothic cathedral does with space or what a
stained glass window does with light: help us to
encounter the holy.
What I did recognize immediately about Peter’s playing
was incredible the way he would lead us in the singing of
hymns. Peter did not simply play a hymn, he interpreted
it. Every hymn is a sermon in poetry form set to music.
Peter preached that sermon from the keyboard every
Sunday.
There is a favorite hymn of mine: When in Our Music God
is Glorified. The second verse goes like this:
How often, making music, we have found a new
dimension in the world of sound, as worship moved us to
a more profound alleluia!
For the last eleven months in our sanctuary, no alleluias.
Between that and Peter’s death perhaps we feel like the
only alleluias we have are lost and broken ones, like
Leonard Cohen’s. But this too shall pass. The time will
soon come when houses of worship and rehearsal rooms
and concert halls will again fill with human voices. Peter
will not be there to join us. Yet I am sure that wherever
and whenever in our music God is glorified we will be
joining Peter; because he will be doing then what he is
surely doing now: leading the blessed spirits in a more
profound alleluia.
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THE LASAGNA SUPPER –
March 13th, 2021

This is the world-famous Lasagna
supper with salad, bread, green
peas and dessert. This year’s
Lasagna Supper will be “To-Go”
style. Must pre-order by 12noon
on Thursday, March 11th by calling
or sending an email to the church
office. To-Go Suppers cost $12.00 each. Pick up from the
church parking lot on Saturday, March 13th between 4:305:30pm. This supper sells out fast - get your order in now!
All To-Go suppers are $12.00 each.
Call the Church Office for reservations
508-695-9587 or send an email to
plainvilleumc@verizon.net.

PLAINVILLE UM CHURCH
SATURDAY TO-GO SUPPER
SCHEDULE 2021
April 10th
May 8th

Swedish
Meatballs
Ham

Must pre-order by 12Noon the Thursday the week of the
supper by calling the Church Office for reservations 508695-9587 or send an email to
plainvilleumc@verizon.net.

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETINGS
Mondays, March 15th and April 19th
at 7:15 p.m. via Zoom.

TRUSTEE MEETINGS

*NOTE: NEW MEETING DAY*
Tuesdays, March 9th and April 13th
at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.

MAY/JUNE PARISH FRIEND DEADLINE TO
SUBMIT INFO IS: Monday, April 19, 2021.

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP

Here are the ways you, your friends
and family can join us for worship
on Sunday mornings at 9:00am:

on your computer you may
join us on Facebook Live on our Facebook page,
PumcPlainvilleMA.

You may join us by either computer or by
phone via Zoom. See *new* instructions below.

You may listen from the parking lot through a
speaker system

You may listen on your car radio in the
parking lot by tuning to 530 AM on your radio.
Here is a *new* link for joining in worship via Zoom:
Stuart Tucker is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom
meeting.

EASTER FLOWERS 2021

As you are well aware, we cannot
gather together in person for
worship on Easter Sunday.
Therefore, we cannot decorate
the Sanctuary with beautiful
spring flowers on Easter morning.
We can, however, bring a little
Easter cheer your way and
support the Nursery we buy
plants from every year! We are offering to you a
different way to order and receive Easter Flowers again
this year.

Please see the yellow page for more details
and the order form.

Topic: Plainville Sunday Worship
Time: This is a recurring meeting - Meet anytime
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76163082763?pwd=TEh
rMDNhTjE1RjVSeHZUVEdWdmY2dz09
Meeting ID: 761 6308 2763

Passcode: 16ebacon

PARISH NEWS
Received on 12/20/2020
To my friends at PUMC,
Thank you all so much for your thoughts and
prayers on the death of Fred. So much
appreciated!
Marilyn Benker
Received on 01/14/21
To Parish members,
Your continuing prayers are welcome and certainly
successful to date. I will need more as I face another
surgery on Jan 8th. I know they will be there and I thank
you so much.
Tom Murray
Received on 01/15/21
Thank you so much for your thoughts and prayers. It is
very much appreciated. As of right now, I am feeling
pretty good and things are stable.
Yours in Christ,
Michael McDavitt

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR HOLY WEEK 2021
Palm Sunday – Mark 11:1-11. Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Monday – Isaiah 42:1-9, Psalm 36:5-11, Hebrews 9:11-15,
John 12:1-11
Tuesday – Isaiah 49:1-7, Psalm 71:1-14, 1 Corinthians
1:18-31, John 12:20-36
Wednesday – Isaiah 40:4-9a, Psalm 70, Hebrews 12:1-3,
John 13:21-32
Maundy Thursday – Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14, Psalm 116:1-4,
12-19, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, John 13:1-17, 31b-35
Good Friday – Isaiah 52:13-53:12, Psalm 22, Hebrews
10:16-25, John 18:1-19:42
Holy Saturday – Job 14:1-14, Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16, 1 Peter
4:1-8, Matthew 27:57-66, John 19:38-42
Easter Sunday – Acts 10:34-43, Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24, 1
Corinthians 15:1-11, John 20:1-18, Mark 16:1-8

From February 26th through the
month of March, the Living Bread
Food Pantry has been selected to
receive a $1 donation for every
$9.99 Bloomin' 4 Good Bouquet
with the red circle sticker (pictured
above) sold at Stop-n-Shop located at 109 Taunton
Street, Plainville MA. Flowers can make someone's day,
brighten up a room or spread a smile. Now they can fight
hunger, too! Look for the red circle sticker on the floral
bouquets at the Plainville store (only).

website under “Food Pantry” Please continue to donate
during the upcoming months when most donations drop
off significantly. It is very easy to donate now by placing
your items into our donation shed located in the parking
lot near the back door of the church. You can drop off
your non-perishable foods anytime by driving(or walking)
into the parking lot when it’s convenient for you. We
check the shed frequently and remove donations
regularly. You may also donate non-perishable food by
using the green bin located at the Plainville Stop and
Shop. Frequently Stop & Shop will have items at the end
of the registry which can be purchased for donation into
the bin.

THANKS!

For Monetary or Gift Card donations

FROM THE LIVING BREAD FOOD PANTRY

What a wonderful town we live in! Much thanks to the
Town of Plainville! Many of our town citizens have
stepped up by giving to the Living Bread Food Pantry
since the beginning of the pandemic. In 2020 families
that were served by the Pantry increased by 42 percent.
It has been a tough year and I believe it will be awhile
before our economy improves and our clients will be able
to get back to work. We will need to continue to support
these families since the need for food continues to be
high due to the pandemic and continued job loss.

PANTRY UPDATES

The Pantry continues to serve approximately fifty families
weekly by using our drive through method of handing out
bags of food through our drive through windows. Thanks
to donations from Walmart, Panera, Entemann’s,
Cumberland Farms, and Stop & Shop, we are able to hand
out several bags of frozen meats, breads, desserts, fruits
and vegetables. We also hand out large bags of nonperishable food items. In January we were delighted to
hand out a $100 bill to each family donated by the
employees of Northland-Willette Hydraulics. Families
were delighted to receive such a gift. It was also difficult
for volunteers to hold back tears. We have also received
generous donations from the King Philip Swim Team,
Unlikely Story Book Store, Plainville Police Department,
St. Martha’s Parish and several other generous groups
and individuals. The Vera Bradley Store from the
Wrentham Outlets has donated several boxes of reusable
bags that will hold a lot of food. This will help us to stuff
our bags full for each family. For Valentine’s Day, we
gave out Stop & Shop gift cards along with donations of
candy and snacks from Target. We plan to give out
special St. Patrick’s Day and Easter gifts this year too. Our
families are very appreciative of any extra gifts that we
can offer them.

OUR WORK CONTINUES…

In order to continue our work of feeding all who need
food in Plainville, we will need even more donations of
food this year. A list of foods to donate is on the church

Our Church Secretary is in the office on Monday,
Wednesday & Fridays from 9:00 a.m. until 12 Noon.
Please use the Spring Street door which is closest to the
office when making monetary or Gift Card donations. If
you would like to mail a check, please make it payable to
the “Living Bread Food Pantry” and send to the Plainville
United Methodist Church, 16 East Bacon Street, Plainville,
MA 02762. The Pantry has a PayPal Account on the
church website at www.PlainvilleUMC.net. If you have
any questions regarding the Pantry, feel free to call the
church office at 508-695-9587.

Some of the current items that we need are…
Non-perishable foods such as beans, hearty soups,

spaghetti sauce, coffee, canned vegetables, canned fruit
and healthy snacks.
Toiletries such as bars of bath soap, shampoo & hair
conditioner, feminine hygiene products, toothpaste &
toothbrush, deodorant for men & women, disposable
razors, shaving cream, Q-tips, lip balm, hand & body
lotions
Household items such as liquid dish soap (for washing
dishes),dishwasher detergents, paper towels, 2-ply toilet
paper, laundry detergent, dryer sheets, kitchen sponges,
tissues.

HOW YOU CAN HELP… Please consider holding a food
drive in March or April by involving your neighborhood,
office, relatives, etc. to help us keep up with the higher
demand for food.

Thanks so much for all your donations and support. We
couldn’t feed people without your continued and
generous support. Thank you to all of our hard-working
volunteers who are faithful to their work at the pantry
especially during this cold weather. It takes many hands
to keep our pantry running. Together, donors and
volunteers, we are making an impact on hunger in our
community.
Faithfully,
Becca Simon, Pantry Coordinator

Suggested Foods to Donate
To benefit The Living Bread Food Pantry
16 East Bacon Street Plainville, MA 02762
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Suggested Items to donate include:
BREAKFAST ITEMS
Breakfast Bars, Cereal Bars, Granola Bars, Carnation Instant
Breakfast (packets), Cold cereals – low sugar such as Cheerios,
Raisin Bran, Chex, Kix, Corn Flakes, Wheaties, Rice Krispies, etc.
Hot Cereals - Oatmeal (box of packets) including regular flavors,
low sugar and No Sugar added varieties and Cream of Wheat.
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LUNCH ITEMS
Peanut Butter, Jellies and Jams, Marshmallow Fluff, Canned
Tuna, Canned Chicken, Spaghetti O’s, Canned Ravioli and Beefa-Roni, Hearty Soups esp w/ Beans.
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BEVERAGES
Canned coffee, Lemonade Mix (powdered), Iced Tea Mix : nonsweetened, sweetened and sugar-free. Kool Aid drink mix:
non- sweetened and sweetened.
Non-refrigerated Juices – family sz bottles and individual juice
boxes. Non-refrigerated Parmalat Milk (in the canned milk aisle)
family sz cartons and individual “juice box” sizes – White or
Chocolate.
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FRUIT - all packed in 100% Juice
Individual Fruit cups, Canned fruit, Applesauce – jars and
individual cups.
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CONDIMENTS
Mayo, Mustard, Ketchup, Relish, Olives, Pickles, BBQ Sauce,
Teryaki Sauce, Salad Dressings – especially Ranch and Italian.
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SNACKS Little Debbie’s Snacks, Graham Crackers, Cookies,
Microwave popcorn, Cheeze-It Crackers, Ritz Crackers, Wheat
Thins, Triscuits, Goldfish Crackers, etc. Pudding Mixes and
individual cups (non-refrigerated), Jello Mixes and individual
cups (non-refrigerated), Individually bagged, and Family
Sized=Chips, Pretzels, Popcorn, etc.
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SUPPER ITEMS
Boxed Mac-n-Cheese, Hamburger Helper, Pasta and Sauces
(including Alfredo, etc), Pasta Salad Kits, Baked Beans, Taco Kits,
Instant Potato Mixes (Cheesy, Scalloped, etc), Rice –
white/brown, Rice mixes such as: Rice Pilaf, Zatterain’s mixes,
Uncle Ben’s mixes, etc.
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HOUSEHOLD ITEMS
Liquid Dish Soap (for hand washing dishes), Paper towels, 2-ply
TP, Laundry Detergent PODS, Dryer Sheets, Kitchen Sponges.
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TOILETRIES
Individual Bars of Bath Soap, Shampoo and Hair Conditioner,
Tooth Brushes and Tooth Paste, Deodorant for Men and
Women, Disposable Razors for Men and Women, Shaving
Cream, Q-Tips, Feminine Hygiene Products, Lip Balm, Sm. Hand
Lotion, Tissues.

TOILETRIES
Individual Bars of Bath Soap, Shampoo and Hair Conditioner,
Tooth Brushes and Tooth Paste, Deodorant for Men and
Women, Disposable Razors for Men and Women, Shaving
Cream, Q-Tips, Feminine Hygiene Products, Lip Balm, Sm. Hand
Lotion, Tissues.

Monetary donations are gratefully accepted and always in need
any time of year. Monetary donations allow us to purchase
food at a lower price from the Greater Boston Food Bank.
Your support in providing foods or monetary donations is
appreciated by all the many people they will feed from Seniors
living on small fixed incomes to families with young children.
Thank You!
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CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
NEWS
IN MEMORIAM

This last year has been a hard
year for the congregation of
Plainville United Methodist
Church, especially the past
few months. We offer our
sincere love, sympathy and
condolences to the families and friends who have lost
loved ones. Sadly, we have lost some long-time members
and friends. They will surely be missed, and will remain
in our memories and in our hearts.
Frederick Benker, Jr, 84, passed away on November 20,
2020 from COVID-19. He was the husband of PUMC
member, Marilyn (Bowmar) Benker and father of Sharon
Barnes, Jill Seaberg and John Benker. Fred was father of
and grandfather of PUMC members Jill Seaberg and her
daughters, Rebecca Green, and Abby and Sarah Seaberg.
Fred grew up in Plainville, graduated from Plainville High
School and served in the U.S. Army. He joined PUMC in
1955. Fred was a loyal member and most recently
(before the pandemic) enjoyed attending our church
suppers with his family.
The Benker family recently suffered another heartfelt loss
with the passing of Marilyn’s brother, (Jack) John M.
Bowmar, Jr., 89, on February 7, 2021. He was the son of
the late Rev. John M. and Elsie Bowmar, a long-serving
minister of PUMC. Jack graduated from Plainville High
School and served in the U.S. Air Force.
Shirley (Thomasen) Mobriant passed away December 9,
2020. Shirley joined PUMC in 1971 and was a helper at
the church fairs. She enjoyed attending church services
with her mother, the late Vera Thomasen in the past.
Even though Shirley moved to Wareham MA to be with
her daughter, she wanted to remain a member of PUMC.
Rosalthie (Rosie) (Fawcett) Sorrento, 73, passed away
on February 5, 2021 after a period of declining health.
Rosie joined PUMC in 1963 and was a devoted member.
She attended Sunday School, belonged to the Methodist
Youth fellowship (MYF) and sang in the Junior choir in her
younger years. She taught Sunday School when her
children were young. Rosie always had a smile and a
pleasant word for everyone. She enjoyed helping at the
Handmade Table at the Church Fairs and was great at
selling “Boo Boo bunnies”! Rosie was talented and made
many crocheted hand towels for the Fair and was known
for her colorful hats. She loved attending church
services, especially the music and the hymns, and loved
being with friends after church during coffee time.

Rita Christensen Carpenter, 92, passed away on February
13, 2021. Rita was a long-time faithful and loyal member
of PUMC, joining in 1950. She devoted much time to
PUMC; she belonged to the Methodist Women’s group,
the couples club, (which became the Fellowship) and
cooked the dinner for many church fairs and later for the
Supper Committee. Rita’s “famous” chicken pot pie was
delicious! In later years Rita attended our monthly
church suppers and could be counted on to sell many
tickets. She was a devoted member and even attended
the Sunday gathering last summer in the church parking
lot (during the pandemic) with many thanks to her
daughter Karen Christensen and husband Randy Cruz.
In preparing to honor our departed members and friends,
there are several more beloved people who will be sadly
missed.
We also lost;
Phyllis Aldrich, 75, on December 1, 2020; mother of Jean
Hayward and grandmother of Brandon and Rob Hayward.
Betty Beyersdorfer, 92, on January 27, 2021; sister-in-law
of Hope Bryant and grandmother of Emily Spadoni.
Patsy Showalter on January 26, 2021, cousin of Becca
Simon.
Peter Williams, 67, on January 13, 2021. Peter was a
wonderful and talented pianist for PUMC. Peter’s
presence and beautiful music will truly be missed.
Rev. Peter Parent, 70, on January 13, 2021. Rev. Peter
served PUMC and North Attleboro First UMC in the early
2000’s. He was serving the Union UMC in Fall River MA
and was planning to retire in June, at the time of his
death.
Bishop F. Herbert Skeete, 90, on February 11, 2021.
Bishop Skeete served as Boston Area Resident Bishop for
8 years beginning in 1988, and in 1994, he led the
formation of the current New England Conference. He
was a strong advocate for Africa University.
These, our beloved Saints, will be greatly missed and will
create a void in our lives. We thank God they were part
of the life and history of Plainville United Methodist
Church.
Blessings,
Grace Simmons,
Membership Secretary

